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Federalism and his support of Madison hi 1808.

He was soon active in the Repuhlican party,
served as president of the state Senate in 1810
and 1811, and in 1812 was elected governor in a
close and acrimonious campaign, when the pop-
ular vote was so close that final choice was made
by the legislature. As governor he. made stir-
ring pleas for support of the Madison adminis-
tration and the preservation of the Union. His
loyal compliance with the president's requisi-
tions for troops was in striking contrast to the
opposition of several other New England gov-
ernors. A candidate for the same office in the
three succeeding years, he was defeated hy nar-
row majorities in campaigns of extraordinary
bitterness. His voice and pen were used in vig-
orous support of the federal government *uul
denunciation of the course of the Federalist party.
With the restoration of peace he was elected and
served as governor from 1816 to ttSic). Jle was
instrumental in obtaining several legal and ad-
ministrative reforms, and his messages to the
legislature show his humanitarian interests and
his realization of impending1 economic changes.
Of most: importance, however, was his recom-
mendation for alterations in the cbartcr of Dart-
mouth College, which he declared "contained . . .
principles congenial to monarchy" (Lord, post,
p. 85) and prevented its rendering a proper
measure of service to the state, 11 is views, which
incidentally received Jefferson's cordial indorse-
ment, were followed by appropriate legislative
action, and the memorable controversy that fol-
lowed, contemporaneously, with a protracted
struggle over the judicial reorganization of the
state, made his administration a stormy one and
affected state politics for many years thereafter.
He performed his last official service in 1820,
when as presidential elector he cast the only
vote against, the choice of James Monroe.

He wrote for the press for many years follow-
ing his retirement and began a history of the
United States, a project he had discussed with
Jefferson while in the Senate (part of manu-
script in Library of Congress), His labors were
finally concentrated on sketches of American bi-
ography, and he wrote more than nineteen hun-
dred articles. The few that have been published
show considerable literary and historical ability.
The entire collection is in possession of the New
Hampshire Historical Society (indexed in Pro -
ceedings> I, 1874). He retained his faculties to
an advanced age, his physical and mental
strength declining gradually until his death at
his old home in Epping. The constitutional
convention then in session at Concord in fitting"
resolutions noted the fact that his long life had
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spanned the entire history of New Hampshire as
a state and that he was the last, of the men who
had taken a prominent part in the laying of the
foundations of the commonwealth.
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PLUMER, WILLIAM SWAN (July 26,
i8o2-Oct. 22, 1880), PrcsbyUM-ian clergyman,
was born at Grierslmrg (now Darlington),
P>eavcr County, Pa. His father, William Plumer,
was a native of Maryland and a direct descendant
of Francis Plumer, who emigrated from Fng-
land, was made a freeman in Ipswich, Mass.,
May 14, 1634, and in the fall of that year settled
at Newlmry. His mother, Catherine (McAllis-
ter) Plumer, was a native of Pennsylvania, the
daughter of John McAllister, who was of Scotch
descent. While William was still an infant his
parents migrated to Kentucky, then to Ohio.
His father had a floating store, which he moved
from place to place on the Ohio River. At the
age of seventeen young Plumer was teaching
vSchool at Maiden, in what is now West Virginia.
When he was about nineteen he walked across
the mountains to Lewisburg and entered the
Academy, conducted by l)r, McKlhenney, to
prepare for college. I I'e graduated from Wash-
ington College (now Washington and Lee Uni-
versity) Lexington, Va., in 1824, and from
Princeton Theological Seminary in 1826, On
June 14, 1826, he was licensed to preach by the
New Brunswick Presbytery, New Jersey, and
on May 19, 1827, he was ordained by the Orange
Presbytery, Ninth Carolina. For several years
he did evangelistic work in North Carolina
and in Virginia, founding several well-known
churches. In 1829 he was married to a widow,
Mrs. Eliza (Garden) Hasell a native of Charles-
ton, S. C., who was of French Huguenot descent,
and about fourteen years his senior.
Plumer was pastor successively of Tabb Street
Presbyterian Church, Petersburg, Va. (1831-
34); the First Presbyterian Church, Richmond,
Va. (1834-47) ; and the Franklin Street Pres-
byterian Church, Baltimore, Mel (1847-54).
From 1854 to 1862 he was professor of didactic
and pastoral theology in the Western Theologi-
cal Seminary, Allegheny, Pa., and at the same
time served as pastor of the Central Presbyterian